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Day of Decision Proposed Community Talking Points
 

Talking Points if we WIN
 

Today the Court has affirmed its fundamental role in protecting the minority from the tyranny of the majority and held that equal justice under the law will once again be the governing principle in California's Constitution.
 

I am so thankful that the court has stood its ground in upholding equal justice under the law.
 

This is a proud day for all Californians.  The courts have confirmed that all people are created equal and that all people are entitled to enjoy equal justice under the law. Tonight, everyone can rest assured that the courts will stand strong against the forces of bigotry and intolerance and ensure we are all treated with equal dignity under the law.
 

Each religious institution is still free to decide whether it will perform weddings for same-sex couples, but religious institutions cannot legislate their religious beliefs by revising who will receive fundamental Constitutional rights and who will not. 

 

I'm so glad that the ultimate lesson my child will take from Proposition 8 - is that the Courts are there to protect all people and that equality, fairness and justice will prevail.

 

I feel that a tremendous weight that fell on my shoulders on November 5th has finally lifted, the sun is shining and our future is bright.  We can all go live our happily ever afters.  This is the California I know and love. 

 

Today the Court has affirmed that all of us have access to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.   

 

The courts have restored my faith in California.  I am so glad that my marriage remains valid and that my friends who also want to marry – also have the freedom to do so in our golden state. 

 

I'm going to toss our wedding bouquet out to all of the unmarrieds who have been waiting - I hope it brings them luck and enjoy the wonderful wedded bliss that comes with being married.

 

Today, the California courts affirmed that Gay Californians have access to the same government institutions, rights and benefits as our non-gay counter-parts.   

 

Talking Points if We Lose (and the 18K stay married)
 

This is a heart-breaking decision.  We are shocked that the court has failed to enforce equal justice under the law.
 

We are confident that the people of this state will soon reject Proposition 8 and restore equal protection under the law for all Californians. 
The law should not treat people differently based on their sexual orientation. We will not rest until we have restored marriage equality in California.   
 

What happened to "liberty and justice for all?"
  

Today the Court has forgotten its duty to protect the minority from the tyranny of the majority.  I pray for the day when equal justice under the law will once again be the governing principle in California's Constitution.

 

The current situation in California is fundamentally unfair, and it will not stand. 
It is hard to believe that the Grinches and bullies were able to prevail today.  What is so scary about happy gay people in love and seeking to marry? I don’t get it.
All families have the same hopes and dreams and should be afforded the same dignity and fairness under the law.
 

Tonight, the courts have failed to stop the forces of bigotry that through hatred and fear stripped gay people of the most basic right of citizenship - the right to marry the person you love.  I believe we will look back on this day with disbelief and shame for what a slim majority has done to California.  
I don’t believe that the majority of voters will continue to allow the forces of religious intolerance, repressed sexuality and violent biblical misunderstandings to rule California.
 

Public opinion is moving in the direction of fairness and equality, and it is only a matter of time until the freedom to marry is secure for all Californians. Achieving equality always requires struggle, but over time people come to accept that equal treatment and equal protection of the laws is the best way to protect the rights of all. 

 
It is now up to all of us to commit to do what it takes to restore marriage equality in California.
TALKING POINTS ON TIMING – 2010/2012 

When to return to the ballot is a big decision and we want to have the opportunity to get out and talk to our community – the people whose lives are on the line -  to get their input on when we should move forward with the ballot measure to restore marriage equality.

Marriage Equality USA is working with a broad coalition of organizations to organize an 80-city -  “Get Engaged Tour” where we will sit down with supporters across the state in towns big and small to look at the data and get everyone’s input and figure out together what our road map should be to restore equality.

It is intolerable to have discrimination enshrined in our State Constitution. We want to eliminate that shameful exception to the equal protection clause as soon as we can.  But we want to do the next campaign in the most inclusive and grassroots-inspired way we can.  That is why we are first coming together in Fresno to rally and to strategize getting community feedback and moving forward together united.

Prop. 8 passed only by a slim 52 to 48 margin.  The future for California is clear:  marriage equality for all -- and soon. 
We must work to restore equality as soon as possible.  What was taken away at the ballot box can be restored at the ballot box. Together, we need to determine the best time and methods to run a winning campaign. Together, we need to make our case and move that small percentage of voters we need by talking to our neighbors in every community and corner of the California. Together, we can and we must do it

 

For married same-sex couples: 

 

Of course, I glad the courts didn't officially invalidate my marriage, but this decision effectively strips all same-sex couples of the equal dignity and respect we were afforded before this decision.  The tremendous weight that fell on my shoulders on November 5th has doubled, but still we march on - and I'm confident that the California I know and love, the one that treats all people equally under the law will eventually prevail.
 

Talking Points if We Lose (and the marriages are invalidated)
This is an absolutely heart-breaking day.  This is a day we will always look back on with shock and shame.  Can you imagine if someone came into your home and took your marriage license away?  
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